June 2018

Armchair Travel Book Club Selection List
Brookfield Public Library 2018-2019
All sessions are held on the 3rd Tuesday of the month.

We try to have enough books available for everyone in the discussion group by requesting them
from other libraries. Under ideal circumstances, the books are available one month in advance of
the meeting date from the Circulation Desk. The additional copies will not be displayed in our
online catalog! Just ask at the check-out desk for the next available book discussion title. Please
ask staff to check the item out to you through the date of the discussion.

August 21, 2018
10:00 a.m. Rotary Club Room
News of the World by Paulette Jiles (fiction)

Texas, U.S.

In the aftermath of the Civil War, an aging itinerant news reader agrees to transport a young captive of the
Kiowa back to her people in this exquisitely rendered, morally complex, multilayered novel of historical
fiction that explores the boundaries of family, responsibility, honor, and trust (Polaris summary).

September 18, 2018
10:00 a.m. Rotary Club Room
Alone: Lost Overboard in the Indian Ocean by Brett Archibald

Indian Ocean

In April 2013, fifty-year-old Brett Archibald set off with his friends on a charter trip off the Mentawai Islands
of Indonesia. In the middle of a storm, suffering from severe food poisoning, Brett leaned overboard--and
blacked out. He awoke in the raging sea. No one had seen him fall, and no one heard his shouts for help.
It would be eight hours before his friends realized he was missing. A frantic search then began for the lone
man somewhere in thousands of square miles of heaving waves (Polaris summary).

October 16, 2018
10:00 a.m. Rotary Club Room
Various
Meet Me In Atlantis: My Obsessive Quest to Find the Sunken City by Mark Adams
Everything we know about the lost city of Atlantis comes from the work of the Greek philosopher Plato.
Amateur explorers are still actively searching for this sunken city all around the world, based entirely on
the clues Plato left behind. Exposed to the Atlantis obsession, the author decides to track down these
people and determine why they believe it's possible to find the world's most famous lost city and whether
any of their theories could prove or disprove its existence (Polaris summary).

November 20, 2018
10:00 a.m. Rotary Club Room
Various
Year Without Summer: 1816 and the Volcano that Darkened the World and Changed
History by William K. Klingaman
This book is a sweeping history of the year that became known as 18-hundred-and-froze-to-death. 1816
was a remarkable year, mostly for the fact that there was no summer. As a result of a volcanic eruption in
Indonesia, weather patterns were disrupted worldwide for months, allowing for excessive rain, frost, and
snowfall through much of the Northeastern U.S. and Europe in the summer of 1816. The Year Without
Summer examines not only the climate change engendered by this event, but also its effects on politics,
the economy, the arts, and social structures (Polaris summary).
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June 2018
January 15, 2019
10:00 a.m. Rotary Club Room
The Rift: A New Africa Breaks Free by Alex Perry

Africa

Africa has long been misunderstood--and abused--by outsiders. Correspondent Alex Perry traveled the
continent for most of a decade, meeting with entrepreneurs and warlords, professors and cocaine
smugglers, presidents and jihadis. Beginning with a devastating investigation into a largely unreported war
crime, he finds Africa at a moment of change and furious self-assertion. The Rift passionately argues that
a changing Africa revolutionizes our ideas of it, and of ourselves (Amazon).

February 19, 2019
10:00 a.m. Rotary Club Room
Only Killers and Thieves by Paul Howarth (fiction)

Australia

It is 1885 in colonial Australia, and two teenage boys from a farming family return home from an afternoon
swimming at a remote waterhole filled by a downpour—the first after a long drought— and meet with a
shocking tragedy. Thirsting for vengeance against the man they believe has wronged them—their former
Aboriginal stockman—the distraught brothers turn to ruthless John Sullivan who gathers a posse led by
Edmund Noone and his Queensland Native Police, an infamous arm of British colonial power charged with
the "dispersal" of indigenous Australians to "protect" white settler rights (Amazon).

March 19, 2019
10:00 a.m. Rotary Club Room
New York
The Lost Tribe of Coney Island: Headhunters, Luna Park, and the Man Who Pulled Off the
Spectacle of the Century by Claire Prentice
This book unearths the incredible true story of the Igorrotes, a group of “headhunting, dog eating”
tribespeople brought to America from the Philippines by the opportunistic showman Truman K. Hunt.
Millions of Americans flocked to see the tribespeople slaughter live dogs for their daily canine feasts and
to hear thrilling tales of headhunting. By the end of the summer season, the show had made Truman a rich
man but his genius had a dark side and soon he would be on the run across America… with the tribe in
tow (Polaris summary).

April 16, 2019
10:00 a.m. Rotary Club Room
Marriage of Opposites by Alice Hoffman (fiction)

U.S. Virgin Islands

Rachel, part of a small refugee community of Jews who escaped the Inquisition, is forced to marry a man
in order to save her father’s business. When her husband dies suddenly and his handsome, much
younger nephew, Frédérick, arrives from France to settle the estate, Rachel seizes her own life story,
beginning a defiant, passionate love affair that sparks a scandal that affects all of her family, including her
favorite son, who will become one of the greatest artists of France (Amazon).

May 21, 2019
10:00 a.m. Rotary Club Room
New York, Italy
Heat: An Amateur’s Adventures as Kitchen Slave, Line Cook, Pasta-Maker, and Apprentice
to a Dante-Quoting Butcher in Tuscany by Bill Buford
Bill Buford left his job at The New Yorker for the kitchen at Babbo, the revolutionary Italian restaurant
created by superstar chef Mario Batali to learn the tricks of the trade. His love of Italian food then propels
him on journeys further afield: to Italy, to discover the secrets of pasta-making and, finally, how to properly
slaughter a pig. Throughout, Buford stunningly details the complex aspects of Italian cooking and its long
history, creating an engrossing and visceral narrative stuffed with insight and humor (Amazon).

June 18, 2019
10:00 a.m. Community Room
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